*BAT   ALERT*
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Welcome back!  During Spring Break, some rooms were entered by Maintenance and pest control technicians to deal with a minor infestation of Northern Californian Bottle-Nosed fruit bats.  The bats came here in the luggage of a Californian transfer student at the beginning of Winter term, and had been breeding in the building’s ducts.  Nearly two dozen have been caught over Break and relocated safely.

Although we have tried to remove all the bats, it is likely that a few still remain.  As you return to your rooms, please be aware and careful when reaching under the bed and opening drawers and closets.

If  you find  a  bat,  follow  these  steps:

· Bats are more afraid of you than you are of them.  Don’t make any sudden or jerky movements.

· Light is threatening to bats.  Turn out overhead lights and draw the blinds.  “Mood” lighting (lava lamps, Xmas lights) is all right.

· If your stereo is handy, put on some calm, soothing music.  Although much has been made of the high-pitched sonar of bats, they can hear all ranges of music just fine.

· Holding an unfolded towel in your non-dominant hand, slowly advance towards the bat, softly crooning along to the music.  Keep your movements slow and smooth.

· With one quick movement, slide your towel-covered hand under the bat and flip the rest of the towel over the bat with your other hand.  Gather the edges of the towel.

· You may now either release the bat outside or kill it, by beating the towel with a hammer or a heavy shoe.  Do not attempt to bite off its head; bats have been known to carry rabies and other blood-borne diseases.

· If you are bitten or scratched by an enraged bat, stay calm.  Raise the bitten limb over your heart, if possible.  Disinfect the bite immediately by pouring alcohol on it and setting the alcohol on fire.  If alcohol or other flammable liquids are not available, the wound can be cauterized with a match or lighter to reduce the chance of contagion.  Seek medical assistance immediately.

Have  a  good  Spring  Term!
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